Approved For Release 2002/10/29 : CIA-RDP66R00546R000100070003-5

NRO 25X1
=y
: ber 1963

NRO REVIEW COMPLETED Copy

NOTEB FUR BEIEFING OF PHESIDENT JORNSON
ON SATRLLITE KECONNAISSAWCE

%e now have satellite photography 25X1D

|

for intelligence purposes. |
a, Bearch of very isrge sress for new
instaliations. This coverages is supplied by

the CORONA asutelliite, which has been primarily

& CIA development.
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imunched south from Yandenburg AFS

into polar orbits. Their pictures are takean from an
altitude of ebout 160 miles over targets in the
Soviet Union z2md elsevhere when reguired. The
sutellites stay in orbit abgut four days and the film
is recovered im specicl reentry vehisles by aircraft
near Hawaii.
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The CORONA/Sesrch =aztellite first returned
film from orbit im Asgust 1926C, amnd hes performed
succensfully 29 times sisce then out of 44 attespis.
it is launched from & THIA-AGENA at a total cost of

abont per shet. The CORONA can

cover three million square milies pesr mission in stereo.

dere is the typical coverage ;or omne of these flights.

(¥isusion (cverage Chart for S087)

COROMA provides thim coverzge by mowing a two hundred

aile wide strip Lelow its trajestory,

We sre able tc blow these fila strips uwo %o 40-60
times their originsl size and produce photegraphs of
ICBM sites anc other sritical targets which are truly
remarkable. Tiw quailiy ol pactographs that we get
is especinlly highly cismaifled.

This iypa of photography provides & majer source of raw

intelligence catz amd is one of the mest iaporiaat
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inputs for osur asticaal estimates of Hoviet sirategic
capablilities. &c fzr, we have covered over 100 milliion
square miles of the earth’'s surfsce. 95% of the
USSR has been filmed %o duate. In this year slone,
we have covered 6534 of the USSR and 45% of Chimm.
From this photographice coverage we have identified
some 18 ICHN Complesxes ipn the USBER comtaining more
than 220 ICBM pads. Uver 700 IRRE/NRSN positions ard
more thep 110G serfasce-te-air missile sites have also
_ wen located and resorted.

¥Ye sre now looiing at ways to impreve the present
system further and to invent & successor with greatly
improved capabilities. In the meaatime, we have con-~
structed the Hatiomal Reconnaissance Plan 20 as to NRO

25X1
provide oone JURONA/Search flight esch month iadefinitely.
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As the CORONA wissions are recovered,

i will briang you especialily important examples of

this photogrephy o €1isCass in comjunciion with our

regular intelligeace meetimgs.
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